
 
 

Green Space at Canal Shores 
Connecting Families and the Community to Nature and the Outdoors 

 
For nearly 100 years Canal Shores has been a local recreational resource that. beyond 
the unique golf course, has provided open green space and recreational opportunities 
for the community.  
 
As the Board of the Association has revitalized the energy and condition around the 
course it became clear that a Master Plan was needed to provide a roadmap for 
planning into the next 100 years.   

 

Ecological Master Plan  
The Green Space at Canal Shores will be planned with two goals in mind:   

1. Multi-Use Recreational Opportunities and Facilities 
2. Ecological and Habitat Renovation 

 

Multi-Use Recreational Component: 

Canal Shores is committed to finding ways to connect the community, especially youth, 
with nature and provide accessible green space to all.  In urban environments like 
Evanston and Wilmette access to open green space is particularly important and a 
valuable community asset. Paths and Pocket Parks will anchor access to the open 
green space.  
 
Paths will meander through the property synergistically with the layout of the golf 
course. Both walkers and golfers through mutual respect will be able to enjoy the land at 
the same time.   



Pocket Parks are small parks accessible to the general public typically providing green 
space and a place to experience the outdoors. These friendly green spaces will be 
tucked away throughout the property providing an oasis from our urban environment.    
Through the planning process additional opportunities for recreation and engagement 
with nature and the outdoors will be explored.   Conceptual designs for path placements 
along with pocket park themes and additional recreational opportunities will be 
presented at the end of the planning process. 
 
 
Ecological and Habitat Component: 
 
Although the primary use of the land is golf, the Board acknowledges its responsibility to 
be good stewards of the land which includes maintaining the ecological health of the 40 
acres we call Canal Shores.  Over the past several decades the health of the land, as 
well as the Ecosystem Services it provides such as Stormwater Management, Habitat 
and Biodiversity, has deteriorated.   
 
The planning process will begin with an assessment of the ecological health of the land 
to provide a baseline of its current condition. Invasive and aggressive species will be 
identified such as Buckthorn, Honeysuckle and Riverbank Grape. An inventory of our 
current desirable and native species including trees will also be identified.   
 
A wetland delineation will be prepared to determine existing wetland areas.  This is a 
baseline requirement needed for any earth moving land improvements and permitting. 
Once a current assessment is complete enhancements will be conceptually designed 
under two main categories:  Habitat Corridors and Stormwater Management. 
 
Habitat Corridors: 
 
Habitat Corridors are defined as areas of plant communities throughout Canal Shores 
that are not only beautiful green spaces, but also provide benefits to both wildlife and 
humans.  
 
Areas defined as a Habitat Corridor might be: 
 
Banks along the Channel 
Basins where water is collecting 
Beds adjacent to the course that a neighbor pledges to enhance  
Buffers that separate the paths and the golf course.   
 
Some of the Habitat Corridors may be designed under ecosystem guidelines of a 
Savanah, Wetland, Meadow or have a manicured appearance but still contain primarily 
Native plants. 
 
 
 



Stormwater Management: 
 
Stormwater Management is managing the surge of water during storm events and one 
of the major benefits a healthy ecosystem provides.  The plan will identify areas and 
strategies that will improve stormwater management. These designs will be functional 
but also enhance the beauty and enjoyment of the property. 
 
Ongoing Management and Monitoring: 
 
The planning process will include land management and monitoring strategies to ensure 
long term success of improvements and restoration.  With the Ecological Master Plan in 
place, the Association will be able to prioritize projects and move forward with budgeting 
and fundraising in a fiscally responsible manner.  
 
Canal Shores is positioned to positively impact the community for many generations to 
come. 
 

 
Evanston Wilmette Golf Course Association 

1030 Central Street - Evanston, IL, 60201 – 847/475-9173  
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The Evanston Wilmette Golf Course Association is established as a charitable organization and qualifies as an exempt 

organization under Section 501(c) (3) of the Internal Revenue Code. It offers programs that celebrate the game of golf, with 
special programs designed for families, youth and the community.  

 

 

 

 
 
 

 
	


